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been gained in the Duke of Savoy-Piedmont,
the Imperialists were in no way able to resist
the French. The immense French front there-
fore stretched (outside Italy) in the form of a
ladder inclined to the left of the European map,
with its top resting near Antwerp and its foot
on the Danube.

Marlborough was filled with gloom at this
outlook. In the course of the winter he reached
the conclusion that the only way in which the
Alliance could be saved was for him to make a
personal effort to rescue the Emperor. Direct
appeals had reached him from Vienna, and they
well accorded with his mood of resentment
against the Dutch. In January he told the
Imperial Ambassador Extraordinary, Wratislaw,
that he intended to induce the Dutch to agree to
a move on the Upper Rhine or the Moselle
whereby he might assist the overthrow of the
Elector of Bavaria ; but he added that he could
not hope to employ more troops than the number
which were actually English or in English pay.
His daring decision to separate the Dutch and
English Armies and to carry the latter away from
the northern theatre of war was the first stage in
the courageous scheme which he finally evolved
for a march as far as the Danube. As spring
approached, it gradually became plain to him
that a threat to invade France by way of Lorraine
from the Moselle might not save Vienna, and
that more far-reaching remedies were needed.
In April he obtained authorization in general
terms from the Queen to separate the two armies
and to use the English troops to aid the Empire.
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